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among the most persistently retained of all things,
it would be quite natural and in perfect accord with
scientific probabilities that tales similar to our Genesis'
should still prevail among widely separated races. On
the other hand, primitive people are always subject to
floods, and in volcanic countries eruptions are a con-
stant menace.    A disastrous  flood or  an eruption
would unquestionably be embodied in the mythology
or history of a race, and, knowing no land but their
own, such people would assume that their restricted
habitat constituted the entire world.    Very likely,
were we able' to translate all the Mayan inscriptions,
we would find such records.    There is scarcely an
Indian tribe, and none that I have visited, whose
legends do not contain stories of .a flood or an erup-
tion or both.   Did we not possess a written language
and were we not in touch with the rest of the world,
our descendants, several thousand years hence, would
include in their verbal history (and probably in their
religion   as   well)    highly colored   versions   of   the
Mississippi flood or the St. Francis Dam disaster, and
we can readily understand that the inhabitants of the
Mississippi Valley, were they primitive people with
no knowledge of the rest of the world, might assume
that the flood which was so disastrous to them affected
the whole world equally.   Then there is the question
of  just  how   much   of   our   Bible,   and   especially
Genesis, is mythical and how much allegorical.   And
if we accept the calendar-stone's records as accurate
history in regard to the destruction of the earth by
fire and then by flood, then we must accept its record
of the world having once been destroyed by being
devoured by a jaguar.   No doubt this impossibility